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ABSTRACT: 
 
The cost of ownership of any commercial database 

system is significant. The AutoAdmin project at 

Microsoft Research was initiated (well before the term 

Autonomic Computing became a buzzword) to develop 

techniques to reduce the overhead of database 

administration. Our goal was to make it easier to 

monitor the server and develop self-tuning techniques 

for performance management. The technology from 

this project has been incorporated in the Microsoft SQL 

Server 2005 (and earlier releases - SQL Server 7.0 and 

SQL Server 2000). This talk will take a look at some of 

the past research results and discuss challenges and 

opportunities in self-tuning DBMS research. 
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