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Intro to Processing

•What the heck is Processing?

• A programming language

• An environment for running the programs

•What is it for?

• It is for people who want to create

• images

• animations

• interactions 

•Who is it for?

• students

• artists

• designers

• researchers

• hobbyists
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Intro to Processing

• Let’s walk through how to make a graph in Processing

• Plan out your graph

•What data do you want to graph?

• How is it going to be laid out?

•What is it going to look like?
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Intro to Processing

• Let’s walk through how to make a graph in Processing

•Option 1:

• Draw each square on a bar chart individually

• Calculate the corners of the graph

• Draw a black line for the border

• Calculate how many bars you have

• Figure out how wide to make them

• Figure out how tall to make them

• Convert the data to pixel distances

• Figure out where the corners are

• Draw each shape individually
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Intro to Processing

• Let’s walk through how to make a graph in Processing

•Option 2:

• Use a computer code that someone else has written to 
do all that and focus on the design.

• This is called using a library

• You must “install” the library so that you can use it
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Include the extra code that is going to do the hard work for you

• At the top of the sketch, tell Processing you are going to use a 
library
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Create some variables to represent the chart.
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Inside setup()

• Do some basic setup:
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Inside setup()

• Pick the fonts for the graph:
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Inside setup()

• Build the bar chart from the data
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

• How do you use the library?

• Inside draw()

• Display the bar chart
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Intro to Processing

http://processing.org/

•Where is the information on how to use the library?
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